THE FOUNDATION
John Anstis, Garter King-of-Arms, had before this suggested that the
Cotton and Royal Libraries (Robert Harley was still living) should be
removed to "the noble room in St. Paul's opposite to the present
library" of the Cathedral, i.e. to the room in the South-West corner.34
And in 1750 two of the Cotton Trustees petitioned for the founda-
tion of a national library and museum.
7. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSEUM
This happy result was not achieved without difficulty. Sloane's
collections were spoken of slightingly by some, notably Pope and
Edward Young, who called him "the foremost toyman of his time."
Horace Walpole, who was one of his Trustees, and no doubt really
interested in the matter, but who feared ridicule worse than death,
accordingly found it necessary to affect a tone of aloofness, as we see
in his often-quoted letter to Sir Horace Mann of February I4th,
1753. It is from this letter that we learn that the King, to whom the
collection was first offered, "excused himself, saying he did not
believe that there were twenty thousand pounds in the Treasury."
When the Sloane Trustees' petition came before Parliament, a
Committee was appointed under the chairmanship of Philip Yorke,
afterwards 2nd Earl of Hardwicke; it reported on igth June on lines
which were followed in the resulting Act. The Lord Chancellor,
Henry Pelham (d. 1764), is said to have been not unfriendly to the
scheme, but to have been averse from the lottery. Lotteries were in
some disfavour, which this particular one was about to justify. But
the Speaker, the celebrated Arthur Onslow, a man of high public
spirit and cultivation as well as integrity, who as ex-officio Trustee of
the Cotton Library had played an active part after the fire at Ash-
burnham House in 1731, was a strong influence in favour of the
proposal, and was probably responsible for adding the Cotton manu-
scripts to the terms of reference of the Committee, which recom-
mended their inclusion, and added the purchase of the Harleian
manuscripts also. Alas, it was too late to add the- Harleian printed
books as well. They had been sold a dozen years before to Thomas
Osborne the bookseller, and though Osborne got rid of them but
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